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overview

Palm Beach Day Academy (PBDA), a coeducational day school for students in Pre-Primary (age two) 
through grade 9, provides an all-encompassing opportunity for students to grow academically and 
socially. Founded in 1921 as Florida’s first independent school, it has a distinguished history as one 
of the most highly regarded PS-9 schools in the United States. The foundation of Palm Beach Day 
Academy’s program is the education of students in an academically challenging and compassion-
rich environment that guides each child toward personal excellence of mind, body, and character. At 
all levels, students are challenged to excel, empowered to act, and prepared to lead.

In addition to excellent academics, PBDA provides a warm family community that is created through 
many small, wonderful moments the community spends together, such as gathering on Fridays 
for Flag Ceremony and listening to young voices sing the school song or participating in friendly 
competition between PBDA Pelican and PBDA Flamingo students on Field Day.

Current Head of School Dr. Edwin P. Gordon announced his departure from PBDA in February 2018, 
effective at the end of the current school year. Mr. Billy Peebles, currently completing an extraordinary 
tenure as Head of Lovett School in Atlanta, has been appointed as the interim Head of School for 
2018-2019. The school will soon open the Mandel-Palagye Education Center on the Lower Campus 
and it has recently implemented a STEAM scholar program on both campuses. Palm Beach Day 
is prepared to welcome a new Head, its 14th, who is committed to PBDA’s mission and passionate 
about educating and shaping young minds.
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Mission
The foundation of Palm Beach Day Academy’s 
program is the education of our students in an 
academically challenging and compassion-
rich environment that guides each child 
toward personal excellence of mind, body, and 
character.

At all levels, our students will be:
• Challenged to Excel
• Empowered to Act
• Prepared to Lead
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the School

Palm Beach Day Academy is spread across two campuses. The Lower Campus (age two through 
grade 3) is located on the Intracoastal Waterway in West Palm Beach. The Upper Campus (grades 
4 through 9) is 1.3 miles away on Palm Beach island.

With an enrollment of 449 across both campuses, PBDA is a true family school. Parents are welcome 
on campus at all times, and they are considered partners, with teachers and staff, in each child’s 
education. Nearly 25% of the student body are children of alumni, and the student body includes 
families from five continents.

Seventy-nine members of the faculty make up the backbone of the school’s strong academic program; 
80% of teachers hold master’s degrees in their field. The teacher retention rate is 97%, a testament 
to just how much the educators at PBDA truly love where they work and what they do. The school 
offers small classes with a 6:1 student-faculty ratio and places a strong emphasis on faculty-student 
interaction.

The school is accredited by the Florida Council of Independent Schools and Florida Kindergarten 
Council. It holds memberships and affiliations with the National Association of Independent Schools, 
Educational Records Bureau, Secondary School Admissions Test Board, Association of Independent 
School Admission Professionals, Independent School Management, Association for Supervision and 
Curriculum Development, and National Council of Teachers of Mathematics.
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acaDemicS

The robust academic program at PBDA emphasizes intellectual rigor with appropriate support from 
faculty, helping students to become thoughtful, critical thinkers and leaders for the future.

Realizing the foundation for a good education begins when children are very young, the Lower 
Campus for students in Pre-Primary through 3rd grade provides a rigorous and nurturing educational 
experience that begins to build a foundation for lifelong learning. In a thoughtful curriculum informed 
by the latest educational research, core subjects are taught by teams of two expert teachers who 
prioritize creativity and critical thinking. Students on the Lower Campus participate in community 
service, age-appropriate public speaking, and global studies from the start. Each grade level builds 
on itself as teachers customize each child’s learning plan to keep them continually challenged, 
engaged, and reaching for more.

On the Upper Campus for grades 4 through 9, PBDA provides an outstanding preparation for 
secondary school success by extending lessons far beyond its walls and literally around the world. 
With small class sizes, faculty members individualize their instruction for each student. Students 
are placed in flexible groups based on ability, performance, maturity, and readiness in math and 
language arts. Ninety-eight percent of 8th and 9th graders attend their first-choice secondary school.
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PBDA employs a STEAM Scholar-in-Residence who works 
on both campuses, advising the curriculum, team-teaching, 
and engaging the community in what it means for students 
to be scientifically literate citizens. The school also features 
STEAM rooms where students use manipulatives to design 
solutions and solve problems through critical thinking.

Technology is thoughtfully integrated into the learning 
environment. Each classroom features either SmartBoards 
or flat-screen technology, and students in Primary through 
grade 4 enjoy the use of classroom sets of iPads. The school 
is now incorporating 3D printers and other new technology. 
On the Upper Campus, students are welcome to bring any 
laptop, netbook, or tablet.

SeconDary School

Placement

The following is a list of secondary 
schools to which PBDA students 
matriculated from 2010 to 2017:

American Heritage
Avon Old Farms
Cardinal Newman
Choate Rosemary Hall
Cushing Academy
Deerfield Academy
Dreyfoos School of the Arts
Fordham Prep
Foxcroft School
Groton School
G-Star School of the Arts
Kent School
LeRosey Switzerland
Loomis Chaffee School
Millbrook School
Oxbridge Academy
Phillips Academy, Andover
Phillips Exeter Academy
Pomfret School
Saint Andrew’s School
St. George’s School
St. Paul’s School
Suffield Academy
Suncoast MSE/IB
Tabor Academy
Taft School
The Benjamin School
The Hill School
The Hotchkiss School
The Lawrenceville School
The Pine School
The Spence School
Trinity School
Woodberry Forest School
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artS anD athleticS

The arts play a major role in the life of a PBDA student, and the curriculum reflects the important 
role that creativity plays in developing critical-thinking and problem-solving skills. Music lessons are 
available to students at every grade level. Beginning in 5th grade, students develop their talents 
in drawing, painting, and pottery, and in grades 7 through 9 they branch out into electives such 
as computer graphics and TV production. There are multiple opportunities to showcase work and 
perform in front of an audience throughout the school year, including the springtime Fine Arts 
Festival, the Upper School Musical, and performances by the Upper School chorus.

PBDA values sportsmanship as much as scholarship, understanding that the playing field is 
a classroom where children develop character, practice teamwork, and learn how to win and 
lose gracefully. Physical education classes for younger students, intrascholastic contests, and 
interscholastic team competitions beginning in 6th grade give students the opportunity to develop 
existing skills or learn a new activity. Students in grades 7 through 9 are invited to try out for junior 
varsity and varsity teams. Girls compete in volleyball, basketball, soccer, field hockey, tennis, and 
lacrosse, while boys compete in flag football, soccer, basketball, golf, tennis, and lacrosse.
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School liFe

PBDA’s self-designed character and leadership program instills trust, integrity, respect, responsibility, 
empathy, and grit. Each year, students choose from 125 after-school enrichment classes, including 
instrumental music, pottery, dance, percussion, art, acting, chess, yoga, and more. Students on the 
Lower Campus participate in a year-long Global Studies Curriculum, and the Upper Campus enjoys 
a China Partnership Program, in addition to other opportunities to travel abroad.

Through Bulldog Outreach, the school’s community-service program, students contribute thousands 
of hours of service to the community annually. Opportunities include Adopt-a-Grandparent at Morse 
Life Center, an annual used book and clothing drive to benefit migrant children in Indiantown, Florida, 
a partnership with the Palm Beach Rehabilitation Center, and the Backpack Project for children in 
need, among many others.



Palm Beach county, FloriDa

Palm Beach became prominent during the Gilded Age when Henry Morrison Flagler, a co-founder of 
Standard Oil Company, made the Atlantic coast barrier island accessible via the Florida East Coast 
Railway. Today, Palm Beach County stretches from the Everglades to the Atlantic Ocean. With its 
international airport, world-class shops and restaurants, stunning waterfront, and annual average 
temperature of 75 degrees, and a state income tax free status, it is a wonderful place to live. One 
of three major cities in South Florida, the population of West Palm Beach is roughly 109,000. This 
does not include the rest of Palm Beach County, which includes the towns of Palm Beach, Jupiter, 
Palm Beach Gardens, Boca Raton, Delray Beach, Wellington, and others. Located 68 miles north of 
downtown Miami, West Palm Beach is also the oldest municipality in South Florida.

The downtown area of West Palm Beach has enjoyed significant revitalization and offers a rich 
array of cultural attractions. The historic main street through town, Clematis Street, comes alive 
every Thursday for “Clematis by Night,” an outdoor event featuring live music and food. Historic 
neighborhoods of El Cid, Flamingo Park, and Grandview Heights, all listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places, are characterized by beautiful Mediterranean revival homes. Also noteworthy is 
CityPlace, featuring The Harriet Himmel theater, night clubs, restaurants, and retail outlet stores; 
Northwood Village, a historically commercial area-turned-arts district; and Antique Row, a stretch of 
shops that has been mentioned by Architectural Digest and the New York Times as one of the best 
antique districts on the East Coast.

Cultural attractions in West Palm Beach include: Florida’s largest art museum, the Norton Museum 
of Art, the Palm Beach County History Museum, a recently expanded science museum, and a zoo. 
The Kravis Center for the Performing Arts is another stunning venue that hosts an array of Broadway 
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musicals, dance, opera, orchestra and music events in the city. Over 275,000 people flock to West 
Palm Beach each spring for SunFest, the state’s largest waterfront music festival, while the Palm 
Beach International Film Festival draws artsy crowds each April. The area is also home to several 
colleges and universities including Florida Atlantic University, Palm Beach Atlantic University, Palm 
Beach State College, Keiser University, and Lynn University.

Palm Beach offers sunny comforts and outdoor entertainment that are exceptional even as compared 
to other oceanfront cities in Florida. Forty-seven miles of pristine beaches offer exceptional 
fishing, diving, boating, and aquatic recreation, while more than 200 golf courses and two PGA 
tournaments have much to offer golf enthusiasts. A vibrant tourist economy and charming collection 
of neighborhoods make Palm Beach an ideal place to live year-round, amounting to a big little city 
that its residents take pride in calling home.

oPPortunitieS anD challengeS

The next Head of Palm Beach Day Academy will take on leadership of one of the premier Pre-K-9 
schools in the United States. As the school looks forward to its Centennial in 2021, PBDA seeks a 
talented, experienced, and dynamic school leader who will bring the school community together around 
a compelling sense of purpose and direction. PBDA boasts an outstanding facility located on two 
campuses. The school’s faculty and staff are dedicated and passionate teachers, many of whom have 
served children at the school for decades. Parents and alumni are marvelously supportive of the school 
and very confident in its future. The board is forward-looking, knowledgeable, optimistic, and determined 
to support the next Head’s commitment to excellence. In summary, there are very few Pre-Primary-9 
leadership positions that represent so extraordinary an opportunity as that at Palm Beach Day Academy.
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In 2006, Palm Beach Day School and The Academy of the Palm Beaches merged to become 
Palm Beach Day Academy. While the community of the school has embraced that merger, the two 
campuses remain more distinctive in their approaches to education and programming than is ideal. 
The next Head will be charged to solidify and better communicate the scope and sequence of the 
community as well as the shared purpose and direction of both campuses as one school.

While the resources available to PBDA are remarkable and extensive, the next Head must manage a 
budget to ensure the long-term sustainability of the school. This will require programmatic decisions, 
some of which will bring change to the school’s traditional offerings. There is also the opportunity 
to continue efforts to update the program to ensure that it meets the needs of students preparing 
for success in the 21st century. As is the case at most schools, these efforts must coordinate with 
sophisticated enrollment management strategies to enhance tuition revenue.

The Head of Palm Beach Day Academy must be an effective and enthusiastic communicator and 
a capable manager. One challenge will be to improve internal marketing by developing a shared 
sense of vision and direction. The school seeks a Head who will be a visible presence, eager and 
willing to engage with students, parents, faculty, and staff. The school has an excellent administrative 
leadership team who will welcome collaborative leadership and a clear sense of direction.

Palm Beach Day Academy presents as an outstanding opportunity. A historic commitment to excellence 
combined with fabulous potential puts the school in a place where it is open to entrepreneurial 
leadership. This is an opportunity tailor-made for a leader ready to make a long-term commitment.
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QualiFicationS anD QualitieS oF the next heaD oF School

• A passion for education.
• A confident and trusting leadership style, one comfortable with delegating tasks to others. Eager 

to empower people and willing to support people as they do their work well.
o Demonstrated efficacy as a manager and leader.
o Aptitude for strategic thinking and planning.
o Willingness to hold him/herself and all members of the community to high standards.
o Budgeting acumen and the ability to balance priorities to effect progress and change.
o Experience working at a school with more than one campus will be a plus.

• Substantial classroom teaching experience. 
• Superb communication skills with faculty members, parents, students, community members, and 

the Board of Trustees.
o Comfort within a sophisticated and wealthy community while eager to reach out to those less
      fortunate and/or connected.
o Enjoyment from being an active and visible presence on campus. Dynamic and energetic.
o Eagerness to make the case for philanthropic support of the school’s mission.

• Wisdom, common sense, and courage.
o The ability to work out complicated problems and the determination to see those problems
      through to solutions.
o The ability to define and refine the school’s culture and the determination to maintain and
      enhance that culture.
o Great integrity with a strong moral compass.
o High EQ.
o Sense of humor.

to aPPly

Interested and qualified candidates should submit electronically in one email and as separate documents 
(preferably PDFs) the following materials:
 
• A cover letter expressing their interest in this particular position,
• A current resume,
• A statement of educational philosophy and practice,
• A list of five professional references with name, phone number, and email address of each (references 

will not be contacted without the candidate’s prior permission) to:

Peter O’Neill
Senior Consultant
peter.oneill@carneysandoe.com

Peter Philip
Senior Consultant
peter.philip@carneysandoe.com


