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PBDA LOWER CAMPUS NOTES
November 2019

Pre Primary:

Pre-primary:  Preprimary will spend the next few weeks exploring the colors of Fall. In 
November, they are looking forward to a Thanksgiving feast on Wednesday, November 
20th. This event is just for children and will give them an opportunity to expand their 
taste buds by trying different types of foods. They will hold their Friday morning out event 
on Friday, November 22nd at 9:15 in the discovery area. Parents will be invited in for a 
fun morning of stories and then games on the lawn. The month of December will hold 
explorations of the different December holidays. 

Primary:

Primary: primary is currently exploring a Fairy Tales and Nursery Rhymes unit. Stories 
are being used to expose children to the idea of real vs. pretend as well as opportunities 
to expand their vocabulary as we discuss characters, setting and plot. We will also 
incorporate lots of conversations about being thankful as we approach Thanksgiving. 

Kindergarten: 

On November 15th, the Kindergarten will have its annual Teddy Bear Picnic.  The 
children will enjoy a picnic lunch with their teddy bears along with their families. 
 Students will bring their teddies to school and spent a week learning about bears, and 
doing lots of bear math activities. This time honored tradition makes for a wonderful 
Kindergarten beginning.

In Language Arts the students are enjoying both reading and writing workshop.  We are 
working on story elements, letter formation and differentiated reading in small groups. In 
Writer’s Workshop the students are learning to use the tools in the classroom (Alphabet 
charts, personal word walls, and writing topic sheets) and working on their writing 
stamina. 
 
 Wednesday Oct 29th the 5th Grade, our tapestry partners, came over to participate in 
Math and Science activities using pumpkins.



In December, the docents from the Norton, that will be working with our students this 
year will come to the lower campus to introduce themselves and we will start our 
investigation about What a museum is?

First Grade:
 
Thematic studies: 

Focusing on our country of study, Australia, we have chosen to investigate the nocturnal 
animals that live there, which also was fun to tie in with Halloween. Since there are 80 
species of bats in Australia, we focused on some of the most famous ones like the flying 
foxes, the vampire ghost bat, the bent wing bat, and the yellow bellied Shetland tail bat. 
We allowed the students to select which species interested them the most, and we used 
the four-teacher model to foster their exploration. The students were excited to share 
their findings with one another. 

Our phonics pattern -tch shed light that the majority of our students have never been to a 
pumpkin patch, so we ventured out to You Farm to explore what a farm looks like, the 
responsibilities that go along with it, and the students also had an opportunity to interact 
with the animals: horses, chickens, turkey, goats, and their pig, Luke Skywalker! 

During our daily read aloud, we read many books about pumpkin patches, which talked 
a lot about selecting a pumpkin. Each class was able to pick the “perfect” class pumpkin 
that they would like to carve on Halloween. We also used this activity for the students to 
write how they would carve and design their own jack-o-lantern, which is part of our 
How-To writing unit. 

We also enjoyed studying about pumpkins this fall, and did a variety of language arts 
and math games to go along with it. In honor of Halloween, we had a lot of fun with food, 
such as candy corn comparisons (greater than less than), Cheese It pumpkin math, 
STEAM pumpkin towers, and spider subtraction stories. 

The See Saw app also allowed our students to showcase their learning with their 
families, where they took pictures of gourds and wrote descriptive words/adjectives, 
dictated a haunted addition/subtraction story, or participated in other Halloween-theme 
learning activities. 

As we move into November, our students love disguising a turkey, which the students 
will also have an opportunity to write how they would save their turkey, complete with 
steps, illustrations and labels!   We are hoping to get together with our 6th grade tapestry 
friends, where they can help our students engineer the perfect shelter using the Design 
Thinking process. We will then ask for “experts” teachers, to judge which structure has 
fully hid/saved our turkeys! 

Upcoming Field Trips: November 22, we have a field trip to the Society of the Four Arts 
Library, where the students will design a write a fairly tale, incorporating Australian 
animals.



We also participate in monthly garden talks with AJ the Gardner. Our students get to 
plant, pick, and learn about the life cycle of plants and how to garden. 

As we move into December, we will celebrate our accomplishments as word detectives. 
Our students will receive official detective badges and share their notepads with all the 
words they have found along their case with silent e words, tricky sight words, and r 
control. We will also be excited to sing for our parents at the Winter Concert! We will 
celebrate the close of our How To Writing unit with a holiday cookbook, full of family 
favorites for each student to take home for the holidays! 

Second Grade:

Reading -Reading Nonfiction (Thinking hard and Growing Knowledge, learning the Lingo 
of a topic)
Math-Unit 3 (strategies for addition within 100, using hundreds charts and number lines)

Events- Second Grade Fall Book Project
             Book Fair
             November 8~Gobble Up Bingo Night (Friday Night Out)
             November 12~Field Trip Society of the Four Arts
             November 15~203 Flag Performance

Third Grade:

Thematic studies:

In Reading and Writing our focus will be on nonfiction. Students will be publishing their 
own nonfiction books. We will continue to learn about key geography concepts: 
continents, oceans, and North America. Then we will dive into our exploration of our 
Global Studies countries: Costa Rica, Colombia, and the Seychelles.

Upcoming Events:

 We will be visiting the Society for Four Arts on November 12th along with the second 
grade to learn about ballet. 
On December 2nd, we will go to the Busch Wildlife Sanctuary to learn about native 
Florida wildlife and endangered species.
On December 17th, the third grade students will participate in the annual Bradley’s 
Breakfast.
We are planning to have Jack the Bike Man come to speak with our students about how 
he started his business. Then we are going to have a bike drive to be held in December 
(TBD). 




