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4th Grade News
• During STEAM classes, the Fourth Graders learned about circuits and how 

electricity is formed and used. They brainstormed ways to connect a light 
and lithium battery to make a light up wand. They were then able to 
construct their own projects on circuitry given specific parameters.

•  Read-a-Thon:  During the week of November 4–8, the students spent time 
in class and at home each night reading to raise funds for the Thanksgiving 
Drive for Glades Academy and the Bradley’s Breakfast for Hope Rural 
School. 

• Fourth Graders visited Pan’s Garden, in Palm Beach on November 13th to 
learn about the relationship between Florida’s Native American tribes and 
the indigenous plant species that supported their lifestyle. 

• Casey Lipschutz from the Palm Beach County Historical Society presented 
to the Fourth Graders about “Spanish Explorers” and left a traveling trunk 
of “artifacts” for our students to explore.  

• Fourth Graders will visit the Lower Campus before the holiday to assist 
with the Thanksgiving Project.  

5th Grade News
• Fifth Graders are excited to be finalizing plans for their December 

outreach project. They are partnering with the Guatemalan Maya Center 
to bring holiday cheer to children who are in need. The center works with 
Voluntary Pre-Kindergarten classes at two schools, Highland Elementary 
and Our Savior Lutheran School. After meeting with members at both 
schools, we decided that providing gifts for the young students at both 
locations will be meaningful and special to them. Our Walk-a-Thon, held 
Friday, November 15, raised funds to help the 80 students at both schools. 
On Tuesday, December 17, Fifth Grade students will visit both schools 
and deliver the gifts to the students. Afterwards, they will go to Morse 
Life for their second visit with the residents. 

• From November 18 until Winter Break, the 5th Graders will have the 
opportunity to sign up for a different reading class. Each of the three 
reading teachers (Mrs. Chane, Mrs. Thompson, and Mr. Tummon) will 



select a different novel to read in their classes. The novels will be 
announced in a class meeting and students will sign up for the novel 
they wish to read. After Winter Break, students will return to their regular 
reading classes to begin studying Greek mythology. 

6th Grade News
• Sixth Graders took part in Backpack Buddies on November 13th, giving 

snacks and gently used books to the Kindergarten and First Grade, and 
then reading to them.  

• We will be doing a tapestry project with our First Graders. In the works are 
plans to make Thanksgiving cards for the Nursing Homes and Glades 
Academy recipients. The First Graders are coming to the Upper Campus to 
make the cards and then have a pizza lunch.

• Sixth Graders up for their first trimester test experience. 

7th Grade News
•  Seventh Graders have been participating in their yearly recycling program. 

Parents, please pass the word around and make sure that your child 
volunteers once or more each trimester!

•  October 5th was  a huge success with a great turn out for the Beach Clean-
Up at the Root Trail beach. Twenty-two Seventh Graders pitched in, with 68 
PBDA volunteers in all.  

• The Seventh Grade is now planning a tapestry activity with their Second 
Grade friends before the Winter Break. A date will be announced soon.

• Second Graders will be visiting during December to join us in an ornament 
making activity and build on our friendship theme. These holiday 
ornaments will be taken to a nursing home that the Second Graders have 
been visiting.

• Seventh Graders are encouraged to volunteer on the Bulldog Outreach 
community bulletin board. There are many opportunities offered, in 
addition to the ongoing recycling program. 

• Upcoming Seventh Grade bonding and educational trip: A date will be 
announced for a wonderful day of friendship and an incredible opportunity 
to discover the Frost Museum in Miami. Seventh Graders will take the 
Brightline train and spend a day at the Frost Museum. More details to 
follow soon.

• We have heard amazing feedback from the November 1st Parent 
Conference Day. Seventh Graders reported actually enjoying speaking 
with their advisors and parents about their school experience during the 
first trimester.



8th Grade News
• Two weeks ago, the Eighth Grade kicked off our Nourishing our Community 

and Selves theme for the year. We introduced mindful meditation and yoga 
for self care. We also began planning for a food drive in December to 
benefit the Palm Beach County Food Bank.

• In early November, Seventh-9th Grade students sat for a practice SSAT, in 
preparation for the SSAT on November 16th.  

• Eighth Graders are continuing to work in advisory on the Secondary 
School admission process. Small group discussions have emphasized how 
to stand out in a sea of applicants, with practice interviews and short 
essay questions rounding out our work.

• The Sixth-Ninth Graders also watched LIKE , a documentary on how our 
brains react to social media. The following day in advisory, we discussed 
thoughts on how our brains respond to seeing number of likes and views.

9th Grade News
• The Ninth Graders, along with class advisors Mrs. Close and Mrs. Stewart, 

enjoyed the exhilarating and highly educational Renaissance Trip to Italy 
during October. 

• The Ninth Graders will begin candy cane sales in December to raise money 
for the St. Anne Soup Kitchen.

• The Ninth Graders are working on their FOCUS projects. 

Math News
• Thanks to the Rickel Foundation Grant, the Math Department was able to 

purchase technology for the math department.  Newly acquired items 
include: a classroom set of Texas Instrument 84plus CE graphing calculators 
with a charging station, 16 Hubs, and 8 Rovers. The technology will be in 
our new math lab, between Mrs. Barbieri’s and Mrs. Close’s classrooms. 
The TI 84+ CE calculators have a basic programming language built in, so 
students in grades 6-9 will learn some coding this year. Mrs. Barbieri’s 8th 
grade Honors Algebra 1, Part 2 students have had about 10 lessons in 
coding so far and are anxious to learn more. Soon they will be able to 
program the hub to produce sounds and light and make the River move 
through obstacle courses. 

• All Seventh through Ninth Graders have had a few lessons, as well. 
• Many thanks to Mr. John Rickel and his mother, Dr. Rickel for their 

generosity. 



Science News
• Loxahatchee Farms: We have built six new raised organic garden beds for 

Grades Four-Nine in cooperation with Loxahatchee Farms.  Students have 
begun to learn about the chemistry and biology behind gardening and soon 
will plant their choice of vegetables, flowers, fruit, and herbs.

• Coral Project: Plans are underway for the Coral Project.  Students have lots 
of great ideas and are eager to work to extend the Coral Project to learning 
about how to help protect and restore our environment.   We are excited to 
see how this project will branch out.

• Reef Institute:  Classes are underway in our ongoing partnership with Reef 
Institute.  The aquaponics and coral tanks are up and running.  Students are 
planning projects and research plans. 

• Beach Field Study: Students in Grades Six through Nine conducted 
inquiry-based field studies at Clark Beach during their regular science class 
times in order to learn about our local environment and practice the 
scientific process.

• Halloween Science at the Lower Campus: Eighth and Ninth Graders 
conducted a series of demonstrations and hands-on experiments for the 
Lower Campus students to combine learning about science and Halloween 
fun.

• Community Greening: 16 PBDA students and their parents voluntarily 
spent  Saturday morning, November 2nd planting trees 
with Community Greening at the Henrietta Bridge Farm, alongside 150 
other volunteers. As a result of their efforts, 53 fruit trees have been planted 
with the intention of helping those in the neighborhood reap the tree's fruits 
and health benefits for years to come.

World Languages News:
• World Language classes participated in Spanish Dia del Muerto and French 

La Toussaint activities. They learned about various traditions on how “evil 
spirits” were kept away on October 31 and how people honor their 
deceased members of the family on November 1st. Students first 
researched the traditions using the vocabulary in class and then screened a 
film to understand the traditions. 

• Plans are under way to share work between World Language classes that 
features holiday traditions and cultural events in diverse Spanish 
speaking countries, French speaking countries, and Chinese Mandarin, in 
China.  

• Students in Spanish and French classes have begun to learn seasonal songs 
in anticipation of caroling in Upper Campus classes in December. 



• Sixth through Ninth Grade student volunteers will participate in their first 
World Language Palm Beach County Competition on February 15. 
Judged categories will include impromptu speaking, poetry recitation, 
skits, and poster displays. We are encouraging all our students to 
participate in this fun event.

• At this time in November everyone is busy and in preparation for 
trimester tests. Language is a discipline requiring a commitment to work 
hard to do one’s best. Stay strong Bulldogs!

Sports News
• New seasons are underway for our girls and boys. Girls Varsity Basketball 

posted a perfect 4-0 record as of November 11th. Boys Varsity Soccer has 
achieved similar success, with a perfect 4-0 season to date.  

Bulldog Outreach
• Roger Ramos was October’s recipient of the Service Above Self award. 
• Unwrap the Waves – In conjunction with Loggerhead Marinelife Center, 

we collected Halloween candy wrappers in early November. Bags filled 
with wrappers earned students 30 minutes of Community Service. 

• Soldier Letter Writing - Friday, November 8th from 7:20am-7:50am in 
room 111 (30 minutes)

• MLK Jr. Day of Service – Monday, January 20th – information to come (4 
hours)

Student Leadership Council
• October’s Election results: 

• Jasmine Lotfi - President     Cooper Smith - Vice President
• Class Representatives: 

• Fourth Grade: Kayla Fanberg, Olivia Koch, Warren Taylor 
• Fifth Grade:  Bohdan Dutkewych, Leah Aronson, Bettina Gannon
• Sixth Grade: Cody Coleman, Ryan Petcove, Simon Stambaugh
• Seventh Grade: Grace Zingaro, Finn Lorentzen, Chloe Osborn
• Eighth Grade: Shakeri Bell, Cooper Smith, Alexis Koch,              

Bertie Azqueta 
• Ninth Grade: Mei Visconti, Ella Pastore, Kate Griffin, Madisen 

Williams
• The Student Leadership Council-sponsored Halloween Dance was a huge 

success. Nearly every student in Grades 6-8 was in attendance. It was an 
amazing night. Many thanks to the chaperones, including Ms. Moorhead, 
Sra Giudice, and Mr. Hearon, who came in costume!



• SLC Talent Show: 
• Tryouts held on November 19-20
• Talent Show on Friday morning, December 6th. 

Music News
• Exciting news from Mrs. Johnson regarding our All State results. 

All students who auditioned for All State either made the All State Chorus 
or Orff, or the Regional Honors Chorus, or Orff Ensemble. Each school in 
the state can send in up to five students for Orff and five students 
for Chorus. PBDA succeeded in doing so.

• Rodrigo Ma-Pinto will be representing Palm Beach Day Academy in the 
All State Middle School Mixed Chorus on January 11, at 1:00 PM.. This 
chorus is very difficult to make the first year of auditioning at the Middle 
School Level. Congratulations, Rodrigo!

• Bella Zingaro will appear in both the All State Orff Ensemble and the 
Regional Honor’s Chorus. She had to choose a head of time which one she 
would prefer in case she made both. She opted for Orff Ensemble this year 
as she made the chorus last year. That student is Bella Zingaro. There is a 
new opportunity for her this year as someone who made both. She has 
been invited to be in the Regional Honor's Chorus as it  is on a different 
date, along with the State Orff Ensemble.  

• Results and Concert Performance Times:
• Tampa - Thursday, January 09, 1:30  - All State Elementary Chorus: 

• Lian Azqueta, Brooks Boyd, Morgan Klann
• Tampa Convention Center - Friday, January 10, 1:30 - All State Orff Ensemble:

• Ashley Petrelli, Nolan Turner, Bella Zingaro
• University of South Florida, Tampa - Saturday, November 2 - Florida Regional 

Honors Chorus:
• Oliver Goodman, Bella Zingaro

• University of South Florida, Tampa - Saturday, November 2- Florida Regional 
Honors Orff Ensemble:

• Leah Aronson, Mackenzie Smith
• Bulldog Chorus will perform at the American German Club's 

Christkindlmarkt on Sunday, December 8 at 2:00.  The Fifth Grade 
Handbell classes will perform also on that Sunday at 2:30.

• Sixth Grade Percussion Ensemble  and Sixth Grade Drama Group will 
perform on December 11, at 8:00 A.M., in the Smith Family Theatre. 

• Bulldog Chorus will perform at Wells Fargo Private Bank on Thursday, 
December 12 at 5 PM.

• Christmas Pageant: Thursday, December 19, at 1:45 - Halmos Activities 
Center. The Fifth and Seventh through Ninth Grade Handbell ensembles 
also will perform during this event. 



• Annual All School Sing: The Bulldog Chorus, the Birds of a Feather 
Faculty Band, and the Fifth Grade Steel Drums classes will perform on 
Friday, December 20, at 11:00 am. 

• Upper School Musical: We are excited to announce it is Oliver.  Auditions 
to take place Tuesday and Thursday, November 19 and 21.

Notes from Ms. Kemeness:
• Preparations for Sixth through Ninth Grade Trimester Tests are now 

underway. Included is stress and time management, which is being taught 
during our advisory meetings.

• The Secondary School Process  is well underway.  
• A Ninth Grade Parent Preview is November 25th at 6:00 P.M. in the 

library. For the first time, we are inviting Seventh Grade families to join 
our Eighth Grade families for this informative program.

• Upper Campus Professional Development - Teachers have attended the 
FCIS Conference, in Orlando. Also, three teachers will be heading to 
National History & Humanities Conference in Texas, while four others are 
journeying to The National World Language Conference in Washington, 
D.C. We remain aware of the importance of staying current with best 
educational practices while reviewing our resources. 

Submitted by Jim Gramentine


